Orchid Society of California

Next Meeting: Monday, March 19, 2007
Lakeside Garden Center, Lake Merritt
666 Bellevue Ave. Oakland, California

PROGRAM TOPIC: Dendrobiums; Jewels of Gondwana
Dan Newman

This large and popular genus of Asia, Australia, and the Pacific holds
more than its share of horticulturally desirable gems among its 1000-plus
species. People often ask how to grow dendrobiums. For such a diverse
group of plants, found in habitats ranging from the monsoonal foothills of
the high Himalayas, perpetually cool, misty alpine grasslands and steamy
coastal swamps of equatorial New Guinea, to the tropical forests of re-
mote Pacific islands and cool temperate regions of southern Australia, a
simple answer is not possible. The talk will focus on several of my favor-
ite sections of the genus, starting in the Himalayas and Southeast Asia
and working southward to New Guinea and the Pacific, with photos of
representative species and discussion of their culture in the context of the
habitats where they originate. I hope the presentation will encourage in-
terest in this fascinating group of orchids, and provide useful information
about their cultivation.

Dan began growing orchids in 1982. He says of his evolution to profes-
sional orchid grower: My first successful plant was a Dendrobium hybrid
bought as a tiny seedling at a lei stand in the Honolulu Airport. When it
finally bloomed, my orchid addiction took wing, and by 1996 I had 350
orchids in my one-bedroom apartment. About that time I heard of a small
commercial greenhouse for rent in San Francisco, and I jumped at the
chance to move my collection to larger quarters, where the hobby
evolved into my nursery, Hanging Gardens. I started growing orchids
full-time in 2000, and moved to a larger greenhouse in Pacifica a few
years later. I currently have 10,000 to 12,000 plants, mostly species with
just a few hybrids. I like all kinds of orchids, but focus mostly on those
that will tolerate intermediate or cool conditions at least in the winter,
since | can't afford to maintain year-round warm temperatures in
Pacifica! My sale plants include divisions and seedlings from my own
collection, along with established imported plants and some produced by
other growers in the U.S.
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Meeting Details

e Plant sales will
open at 6:30 PM.

e Pre-program cul-
ture session
starts at 7:00 PM

e Meeting starts at
7:30 PM.

e Raffle table will
be provided by
Dan Newman




Dinner with the Speaker

There will be no speaker dinner before the meeting
this time. Dan plans to participate in the plant sale
and will be busy beforehand setting up. If you’re
interested in intermediate to cool growers, please
show your support and consider buying one or two
plants from his collection. Plant sales will begin at
6:30pm.

Raffle Table Volunteers
March- Stig Bjork & Christine Lisac
April - Ken Cook & Bill Stidwell

Dessert Assignments

Members with last names from A-F are responsible
for bringing refreshments to the February meeting.

If it is your turn to bring refreshments, you are also
responsible for participating in the set-up and clean-
up. If you are unable to bring refreshments, please
make a monetary donation. Those that provide re-
freshments are entitled to participate in a drawing for
the first choice of raffle plants.

Calendar

March 16-18

The 62nd Santa Barbara International

Orchid Show (see flyer on pp.6-7 online version)

This year’s theme is “Orchids Gone Wild”

Earl Warren Show Grounds

3400 Calle Real, Santa Barbara

(Highway 101 at Las Positas Rd)

e Specimen Orchids—A rare opportunity to see the
largest collection ever displayed in the United
States.

e Featuring free orchid care workshops, every hour
on the hour from 10am to 4pm daily.

e www.sborchidshow.com

March 31

Wild Native Orchids with Ron Parsons

We again have a wonderful opportunity to search for
wild native orchids in the Bay Area. Ron Parsons

will lead a group on this tour.
Contact: Mimi Rose (510) 569-8683

rose4mimi@yahoo.com

March 31 & April 1

Five Cities Orchid Society Show and Sale
“Orchid Treasures”

Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5

South County Regional Center

800 West Branch, Arroyo Grande

See website for directions. www.fcos.org
Contact: (805) 929-5749

April 28 & 29
Oregon Orchid Society Spring Show & Sale

“A Tropical Adventure”

Saturday 9:00am - 7:00pm

Sunday 10:00am - 4:00pm
DOUBLETREE LLOYD CENTER
EXHIBIT HALL

1000 NE Multnomah Street

Portland, OR 97232

Contact: Rob Lucas at 503-493-2826
oregonorchidsociety@yahoo.com
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President’s Message

When I first joined the OSC, I just wanted to make some new friends, learn more about orchids and find out how
to properly care for the handful of plants I already owned. But I was intimidated, at first, because of my total lack of
orchid knowledge. I have never lost sight of how that felt. It took a long time, for example, to get comfortable with all
the strange new names like Den-dro-bium, Ep-i-den-drum, and Dra-cu-la. It took even longer to learn how to recognize
these different plants (at least some of the time ) and longer still to begin to understand how they varied in terms of habi-
tat and care requirements. I believe this Society has the resources to be a more welcoming place for the newcomer with
limited orchid knowledge. It is my sincere hope that together we can learn to tap those resources more effectively, so
that all our members, regardless of their skill level, find the support they need within the network of our Society.

At our recent Board Meeting, we discussed ways to make our General Meetings more enjoyable, encourage
greater attendance and increase member participation. Beginning in March, we will hold a “Member Participation Raf-
fle.” Each meeting, three quality orchids (separate from the opportunity table) will be given away early in the meeting.
There is no charge to participate and the only requirements are: 1) that your dues be paid; and 2) that you be present to
win. A container of numbered chips corresponding to the alphabetical list of paid members will be used. The first three
members in attendance whose numbers are drawn from the hopper will receive one of these special plants. If you have
any other suggestions to make our meetings more fun and interesting, please let one of the board members know.

I hope you were able to make it to the Pacific Orchid Exposition last month in San Francisco. We are truly
blessed, because it is definitely one of the best orchid shows in the country. I always come away with much new knowl-
edge and many new plants to squeeze into my collection. Local orchid societies are invited to create exhibits that show-
case their members' plants and reflect the show’s theme in some way. This year’s theme was “Fantasia”. Creating a
quality exhibit is an excellent opportunity for a society to build recognition and expand it’s membership. Our exhibit
featured a sorcerer’s hat and a book of spells (see second photo from left below). I was impressed by how members came
out to volunteer and by the many beautiful plants they brought for our display. Many of our novice growers won rib-
bons proving that you don’t have to be an orchid expert to participate. There is room for all skill levels.

Many thanks to all those who helped make this year’s exhibit a reality. I especially want to thank Maren and
Ray Gleason for stepping in to coordinate the design and the volunteers to make it a reality on such short notice. Ray
(far right photo below) came up with some great design ideas and followed through on finding the cloth we needed to
complete the exhibit! Thanks to Dan Chiappone, who brought lunch for the volunteers, and stayed to help set up ensur-
ing that all the show rules were followed. A special thanks to Earle and Sharalyn Stebben who graciously offered their
greenhouse as a convenient East Bay drop-off location, and then assisted with transporting plants to the show. I also
want to thank Terry Boomer, Medrick Bullock, James Cochran and John Ochsenfeld, Casper Curto, Noble Em-
ery, Bob Hamilton, Walter and Ethyl James ( Walter is far left below), York Lee, Christina Lisac (third photo from
the left ), Lois Miller and Carl Reickhold, Paula Shiu, Mary Lou Smith, and Musia Stagg for bringing plants, and
helping to set up and take down our exhibit. My apologies and thanks to anyone I missed.

We will need more volunteers for our Mother’s Day Sale in May. This event is a major fundraiser for the OSC
and helps to finance the activities of the society including hiring speakers and providing the opportunity table at our
monthly meetings. It is critical to the health of our Society that all members participate by volunteering at one or more
events. When I helped out at our Mother’s Day sale, last year, | met many interesting and knowledgeable orchid enthu-
siasts, and learned a few new orchid facts you just don’t find in books. It was a most enjoyable way to spend a Saturday
afternoon. , YA ™1

Tanya Phillips
(510) 524-5158
tphill1047@aol.com




A rnnouncementy

Native Orchid Hike Detaily

March 31, 2007

We will meet in front of the garden center and carpool to Mt. Tamalpias for a leisurely walk to look for native
orchids, with well known author and photographer Ron Parsons.

Directions: Everybody to meet at the "park and ride" that is located at Hwy 101 at the 'Seminary Drive' exit in
Mill Valley.

The best route is (from Oakland):

Hwy 580 west (which crosses the Richmond Bridge)

follow signs to Hwy 101 south

In Mill Valley, take the "Seminary Drive" exit and find the park and ride.

Let's meet at 10AM, and we'll leave there at 10:30 at latest

Written directions will be available @ our next meeting. Any questions or comments? Please call or e-mail
me Mimi Rose 510 569-8683, cell 510 329-2700 e-mail rose4mimi@yahoo.com

Greenhouse Heater for sale

Greenhouse heater for sale - natural gas powered. Asking price $75. Still works great.
Call Jack Marks (510) 834-7004.

Orchid World Publication needs writers!

Orchid World is the English language journal of the World Orchid Society. We invite you to submit written
work, in English, for publication in Orchid World. All subjects related to the growth and enjoyment of orchids
will be considered for this beautiful full color magazine. We are looking for writers to submit individual arti-
cles or serve as columnists. Please contact us at editor@worldorchidsociety.org for additional details on stan-
dards and compensation. We look forward to hearing from you!
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AOS Awards

Pacific Central Supplemental Center
San Francisco, February 6, 2007 Pacific Central Judging Center,

Oakland, February 19, 2007

Masdevallia Highland Monarch ‘First Choice’

(Masd. Highland Fling x Masd. Monarch)
HCC 77
Exhibited by Golden Gate Orchids

Vanda Pakchong ‘Blue Devera’
(V. Dr. Anek x V. Coerulea)
HCC 77

Exhibited by Allison Lehman

Contact Us
Officers

Tanya Phillips  President 510-524-5158
TPhill1047@aol.com

Walter James Vice President
waljam1946@yahoo.com

Maren Gleason Secretary
Marencat2004-orchid@yahoo.com

Dan Chiappone Treasurer 925-943-2022
Dchiapej@aol.com

Lois Miller Past President
510-828-6605 slippergal@msn.com

Directors

York Lee york lee@juno.com

Terry Boomer mabcp@alamedanet.net

Ray Gleason
Raygleason2006-osc@yahoo.com

Odontoglossum gloriosum 'x' species
HCC 75
Exhibited by Steve Beckendorf

Photo © HeleR Michel

For more information and pictures please visit the
Pacific Judging web site:
http://www.aospacificcentral.org

Volunteers

Sharalyn Stebben Advertising 510-582-3404

James Cochran & John Ochsenfeld Membership Chairs

James@HomesJames.com, jochsenfeld@comcast.net

510-567-8300 (James) or 510-499-3544 (John)

George McRae Publicity Chair 510-233-7374 elegans@aol.com

Heather Drobus Hospitality 510-531-1210

Dawn Muller Refreshments 510-893-7244

Gerardus Staal Special Projects 650-328-2404

Ray Vickers-Traft Special Projects 510-839-9647

Lila Tschappat Newsletter Editor 510-845-7836
lilananda78@yahoo.com

Agnes Raddell Plant Sales 925-829-0485

Jane Tsushima Plant Sales 510-635-5129

Mary Lou Smith Raffle Sales 510-538-9977 mlrls@aol.com

Carol Klonowski Website Goddess 510-538-3092
cklonowski@aol.com

Mary Lou Smith 4.0.S. Representative 510-538-9977 mlrls@aol.com

Mimi Rose Greenhouse Tours 510-569-8683
rose4mimi@Y ahoo.com

Chris Martin Librarian lagomorph@alamedanet.net
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In this issue: Welcome New Members

Let’s give a warm welcome to our new members!

: Dan Newman to present Chen-Ho Hsu, Christopher Shiner,

“Dendrobiums - Jewels of Gondwana” Harry Wilmoth, Neal Tadlock,
Larisa Troche, Marty Jonas,
:> President’s Message John & Paula deBoer

:> Upcoming Native Orchid Hike

:> Pacific Orchid Expo—Wrap Up

www.OrchidSocietyofCalifornia.com
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