Orchid Soclety of California

Next Meeting: Monday, August 18, 2003
Lakeside Garden Center, Lake Merritt
666 Bellevue Ave. Oakland, California

PROGRAM TOPIC: Plant Auction
Dennis Olivas & Dan Chiappone

The schedule for the August meeting will be adjusted as follows to accom-
modate our auction and ice cream social:

At 6:30 PM, volunteers are needed to help set up the ice cream, plant dona-
tion, and display tables, as well as seating for members. We also need peo-
ple to help scoop lots of frozen ice cream and sorbet and set out the top-
pings and dishes.

This is also when members who are donating plants should bring them to
the table in the hallway where Francisco Baptista will inspect them and
turn them over to the auction volunteers to log in with an auction number.
Members are asked to bring in a division or plant they can spare. Please
make sure there is a label. Unfortunately, plants without labels cannot be
accepted.

At 7:00 PM, instead of the culture session, we will be serving ice cream
with a variety of toppings and socializing with each other while reviewing
the plants that will be auctioned later in the evening. Sorbet will be avail-
able as a lighter alternative to ice cream. Old issues of Orchid Digest will
be available to browse and purchase for a modest price.

At 7:30 PM we will call the meeting to order for any announcements, then
the auction will begin. Raffle tickets for a door prize plant will be distrib-
ute at the end of the auction. Every member in attendance will receive a
ticket.

Dennis Olivas and Dan Chiappone will co-host the auction, providing en-
tertaining plant descriptions and cultural advice for all of the auction
plants. There will also be a donated flask from Norito Hasegawa, Paph
Druryi 'Doc' X sib 'Perlite’, up for bid. Dan has advised us that members
should bring their own boxes or bags for taking home plants. There will be
no plant hotel.

Non-plant items such as OSC T-shirts, orchid-related books, and other
items will also be auctioned off.
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Orchis Safari to Queensland, Australia

Tom Biggart will be leading this trip to see orchids in their
native habitats, visit orchid shows and nurseries, and gener-
ally have a blast. The tour starts in Brisbane, Australia, on
Sept. 6 and ends in Sydney on Sept. 21. Land cost about
$2046 per person double occupancy, airfare separate. For
details contact:

Tom at tombiggart@mac.com, (619) 441-9874, or
Marga Fountain at margafountain@aol.com, (619) 225-9014.

Orchid Safaris, C/O Acacia Travel, Inc.
3272 Rosecrans Street, San Diego, CA 92110

Dessert Assignments

An Ice Cream Social does not require additional
dessert. Assignments will resume in September.

Greenhouse tours
We will be visiting two greenhouses on the peninsula
during September. Stay tuned for further information.

Dinner with the Speaker

There will be no “Dinner with the Speaker” this month.

President’s Message for August

August is normally our slowest, or perhaps | should
say lowest, attendance month of the year. Last year,
| recall, we had barely 50 members in attendance,
and the year before there was just a bit more. Some
societies hold barbeques or picnics at this time of
year, but the Garden Center venue is more appropri-
ate for an indoor type of activity. So, we are having
an ice cream social for our August meeting, with a
plant auction to follow.

One reason this event was scheduled was to provide
an alternate fund-raiser for the Society in case the
Mother’s Day Show was not successful. The soci-
ety’s meetings are planned far in advance, and we
did not know if the May show would meet even the
modest goals we had for it. However, the Show was
a great success, so we can take any proceeds for the
auction this month to hopefully revive the charitable
support we have historically provided to conserva-
tion and community groups.

And, we wanted to do something different! When
member surveys started coming in earlier this year,
it was clear that time to socialize and schmooze with
our fellow members was high on the list of why
members attended meetings. In addition, since most
respondents listed ‘novice’ or ‘intermediate’ in
terms of grower status, and bought their plants from
our plant sales tables or shows, the auction seemed
like a good idea.

So, despite some members’ disappointment at the
temporary suspension of our usual routine, we hope
everyone will attend and enjoy socializing and the
prospect of acquiring choice additions to their col-
lection. As an additional treat, all attending members

will receive a raffle ticket for a chance to win a
doorprize plant. Also, judging activities will con-
tinue unchanged.

Show & Tell. Another rousing discussion. Since
our VicePresident, normally responsible for culture
session setup, is busy in the judging room, | have
tried to fill in but many culture sessions have started
late. Also, announcements can go over their time
limit. Therefore, I am relieved and happy to an-
nounce that Paula Shiu has volunteered to do culture
session setup, as well as becoming the Show&Tell
table Chair, with the duty to balance the best way to
describe our plants with the time available. And, |
will try and keep announcements and any subse-
quent discussions as succinct as possible.

Let’s all agree on one thing: any member should
consider bringing in a plant for Show & Tell that
they are proud to display for the membership,
whether it’s a first bloom, rare bloom, or an eye-
popping specimen: whatever, bring it in!

The November banquet is here! Francisco Baptista,
Show Chair, has started to hold meetings for this
important event. See the announcement elsewhere
in this newsletter for the next one. This year, we
hope to have entries in every single category, from
windowsill to commercial, so please refer to the
awards list that will be published in future newslet-
ters, to determine which category you can enter. It’s
only August, so start timing those blooms to appear
right before November 8!

Carol Klonowski
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You are cordially invited to attend the Fall 2003 AOS Members

Meeting and experience...

California Dreamin’

October 22-26, 2003 *» DoubleTree Hotel
Sacramento, California

Chair’s Message

The Sacramento Orchid Society is proud to welcome you to sunny California for the Fall 2003 AOS

Members Meeting scheduled for October 22nd — 26th.

We are pleased to present you with a diverse selection of internationally renowned speakers and orchid
vendors. Come immerse yourself in orchid lore and culture!

The Show will be held at the DoubleTree Hotel, part of the Hilton family of hotels. The immediate area is
rich in restaurants, and shopping opportunities are within walking distance of the hotel. October in
Sacramento is wonderful. Gone are the long hot dry days of summer. For many of us, this is the time of
year we long for and enjoy the most, these days for "California Dreamin’ ".

Only your imagination and time available will limit leisure activities in Northern California. Within two
hours you can visit San Francisco or the wineries of the Napa Valley, or gamble at Lake Tahoe or Reno.

Within one hour you can visit the wineries of EI Dorado and Amador Counties or pan for gold in historic
Coloma. Locally you can tour the Sacramento River on one of many paddle-wheelers, explore the State
Capital, Sutter’s Fort, quaint Old Sacramento and the Railroad Museum, enjoy the challenges of our golf
courses or any of the many other pastimes in our backyard. We hope you will enjoy the tours we have

selected for you.

Please enjoy our hospitality and welcome to Sacramento.

Ida Carter
cadreamin4u@aol.com

Phone 916-689-1927 » Sacramento Orchid Society * www.sacramentoorchids.org

Calendar

August 18 - OSC Auction Night. Now seeking dona-
tions.

August 30 - Central Coast Orchid Society Show, First
Presbyterian Church, 227 Ne 12th, Newport, OR. Con-
tact: Elsie Flower, 557 NW 54th Ct, Newport, OR 97365-
1060; (541) 265-6674; donels@charter.net

October 11-12 - Diablo View Orchid Society Fall Show,
Pleasant Hill Community Center, 320 Civic Dr., Pleasant
Hill, CA. Contact: Juan Bofill, 1631 Stanmore Dr., Pleas-
ant Hill, CA 94523; (925) 609-8443; jjbofill@pacbell.net

October 22-26 - Fall 2003 AOS Members Meeting
“California Dreamin’” at the DoubleTree Hotel in
Sacramento. email: Californiacadreamin4u@aol.com
Phone 916-689-1927 Sacramento Orchid Society
www.sacramentoorchids.org

November 1-2 - San Francicso Orchid Society's 2nd An-
nual OrchidFest, our Orchid sale in the Park, San Fran-
cisco County Fair Building, Golden Gate Park, 9th Ave-
nue and Lincoln Way. Contact: Tom Perlite, P.O. Box
320296, San Francisco 94132. Gate proceeds to benefit
our Educational Assistanceship with Cal Poly

August 2003
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August in your Orchid Garden
Matching Plants to Pots

The previous month’s discussion of pot types and drainage
focused on the rapidity with which the pot could dry. The
size of the plant in the pot also has a dynamic effect on the
rate of drying.

Plants that are large relative to the pot that they occupy
generally produce an abundance of roots which fill much
of the pot's volume and efficiently extract water from the
medium. Plants that are too small for their pots frequently
do not produce enough root to dry the medium quickly.
This state of affairs often leads to the few roots rotting off,
further reducing the drying of the interior of the pot. Just
the opposite of most plants, the cardinal rule of orchid pot-
ting is never, ever, over-pot. If the choice is between a
slightly smaller pot or a slightly larger pot, the smaller pot
is always to be preferred. This choice might lead to more
frequent re-potting but avoids the danger of rotting off
roots in too soggy of a medium.

With sympodial orchids such as cattleyas, the rule of
thumb is to place them in a pot which will allow two to
three growths before the new bulbs reach the edge of the
pot. Usually this quantity of growth will be accomplished
within two years. The goal is to repot the plant into fresh
medium every second or at most third year.

Plants can be repotted when they are completely dormant
(usually right after flowering) or just as they are breaking
new growth. Many growers soak plants for 20 minutes or
S0 to soften the root's hold on the pot and allow them to be
slipped out of their old container with ease. A flat bladed
knife such as a butter knife or even better an oyster knife
is of considerable assistance to this process.

If the plant has been grown in a durable medium like tree
fern, rock or charcoal/wood chips, the entire root ball can
be left undisturbed and the plant can be placed in its new
larger pot with a minimum of disruption. New medium is
then poured around the old root ball and the plant contin-
ues to grow unimpeded. Plants rooted into softer media
like bark, peat-lite, or sphagnum will need to have as
much of this old medium removed as possible. Media that
is broken down must not be placed in the center of a new
pot. Often this old medium can be shaken or teased off.
Washing the roots under a gentle stream of water from a
hose or faucet is also quite effective.

Usually growers find that the exposed roots that result
from this cleaning can not be put into a new pot without
crushing them. Most orchidists trim such roots to an inch

or inch and one half from the rhizome (the woody stem
from which the bulbs arise) and allow them to re-grow
into the new pot. This is much to be preferred over a pot
half filled with crushed, dead roots, ready to rot and infect
the new emerging ones.

Once cleaned, the plant should be placed with its oldest
bulb adjacent to the rear of the new pot which should al-
low enough space ahead of the newest bulb to accommo-
date two, three, or, at most, four new bulbs to form in the
space between the front bulb and the other edge of the pot.
The rhizome should be in a plane slightly below the rim of
the pot. Media is then shifted in around the plant's roots to
a level just at or just below the rhizome. The rhizome itself
should never be covered with medium as this can cause it
to rot.

Finally, the plant should be staked firmly. Orchid plants
that are allowed to wiggle in place whether in pots or
mounted, are condemned to a slow but certain death. As
the plant sends out new, tender root tips, these are broken
off. The plant, after several unsuccessful attempts to pro-
duce new roots, exhausts its strength and slips into a slow,
often irreversible decline. This unstable condition must be
avoided by anchoring the plant however possible. The
simplest device for a clay pot is a piece of galvanized wire
cut to precisely the inside diameter of the pot and then
wedged downward over the rhizome, locking the base of
the plant in place. Some growers, worried that the wire
will bruise the rhizome and lead to infection, slip a plastic
straw over the wire. Our experience leads us to conclude
this is unnecessary as the oxidizing zinc in the galvanized
wire acts as a fungicide.

Various types of clips that attach to the pot rim are avail-
able or easily fabricated. If Styrofoam has been used as
‘drainage’ a straight, galvanized stake is easily inserted di-
rectly to the bottom of the pot. Clip-on foliage rings are
also available which in addition to stabilizing the plant,
keep unruly foliage from spreading further than need be.
This control also keeps the center of gravity of the plant
nearer to the center of the pot, preventing tipping. By
whatever means 'tie them up; tie them down.'

Most growers avoid watering newly set plants for a week
or so to allow any bruises or cuts to heal. Newly repotted
orchids should be carefully and thoroughly watered but
allowed to properly dry between applications. After a few
weeks they can be treated like all the rest of your plants.
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